
SHAPED BY FAITH – MEETING #2
HARRISBURG CONVOCATION

NOVEMBER 15, 2020



HOUSEKEEPING

1.  Muting
Please remain muted during the meeting.

Even when you are not speaking, background noise and feedback is distracting.

2.  Renaming
Please make sure your name and parish are indicated so we know who you are!

Renaming Troubles? Reach out in the chat and we’ll help! 

3.  Chatting
Please sign-in and ask questions using the chat function.

Note: Even if we do not have time to address your question, 
all chats are saved for easier follow-up.



A Collect for 
Shaped by Faith



God of wisdom and love, in whom we find our joy:
Help us to listen for your Word 

and to discern your way forward for our Church. 

Give us the insight to hold on to what is true,
the courage to explore new ideas, 

and the boldness to create with you. 

Let us be Shaped by Faith for your mission; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.  Amen.



INTRODUCTIONS



4 GUIDINGWORDS

Discovery

Experimentation

Creativity

Collaboration



SHAPED BY FAITH COMMITMENT

• Team of 3 leaders (clergy, senior warden, trusted lay leader).

• Attend and actively engage in 8 Shaped by Faith meetings.

• Keep Vestry and Parish informed.

• Prepare a plan to present to Vestry and Parish.

• Pray for each other, and other Shaped by Faith teams.



THE BIG IDEA



THE BIG IDEA: MEETING #2

Your parish’s identity is 
faithfully expressed 

through areas of vitality
and shared, core values.



MEETING GOALS



MEETING #2 GOALS

• Reflect on the nature of identity – individual & communial

• Engage in small group discussion using lens of Holy Scripture.

• Explore 3 resources for further mining of identity markers.

•Discuss how this data will shape/inform further work in SbF.



REFLECTION
THE RT. REV. AUDREY SCANLAN



SHAPED BY FAITH
-IDENTITY-



SHAPED BY FAITH PROJECT COMPONENTS

1. Identity study

2. Church Model learning

3. Design

(Pitch,Decide,Implement)



IDENTITY



Personal Identity Example

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://plastinglish.blogspot.com/2012/01/self-portraits-explore-your-identity_27.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Unvariable
(mostly)

Chronological age
Race
Gender
Body frame
Family
Family History

Variable

Language
Style
Body size
Economic/ Social class
Religion
Culture choice

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY

https://emergentbydesign.com/2011/10/13/mapping-the-identity-management-landscape-29-providers/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


FORMING IDENTITY

Developmental Stages

Birth-Three : awareness of physical self
self in relation to family

Three and up: I am what I can do
I am who others say I am
I am what I have done 

(“remembered self”) 



FORMING IDENTITY

Developmental Stages

Adolescent Developmental Tasks : 
(Havighurst U Chicago) eleven markers

Emotional independence
Acquire skills for an occupation
Gender-based social role settled
Mature relationships with peers



FORMING IDENTITY

Developmental Stages

Developmental Tasks also for 

Early Adulthood (life partner, family, career)
Middle Age (civic and social responsibilities, 
maintain relationship, adjust to changing body)
Later Maturity (retirement adjustment, social and 
civic responsibilities, family dynamics- ie: 
grandparenting, shifting health…)



FORMING IDENTITY

Identity
is

Shaped by Experience

Earliest Years: ideal outcome-feeling significant, 
belonging, loveable

Later: marked by achievements, 
education, travel, work, 
relationships,etc.



IDENTITY

Markers-
variable and unvariable

Experience 

IDENTITY SHIFTS, CHANGES, 
GROWS



IDENTITY

IDENTITY
SHIFTS, CHANGES, GROWS

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://postshift.com/growing-communities-beyond-the-edges-of-the-organisation/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Church?



Church identity, like personal identity 
Grows, Shifts and Changes with time



Learning who we are NOW 
Helps us to collaborate  and plan with
partners for the FUTURE

Gifts,  Assets,  Values, Charisms, 
Needs, Missional Opportunities



Breakout Group Bible Study

Abram and Sarai

Abraham and Sarah



Breakout Group Bible Study

Genesis 17: 1-8, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you  and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham;[ for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring[d] after you. 8And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, 
all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will 
bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=NRSV


Breakout Group Bible Study

Questions for Breakout Groups:

What are the foundational aspects of your parish’s identity that are 
solid and unchanging?

What identity markers have you seen shift in the past, or imagine may 
shift in the future?



GENESIS 17:1-8, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you. 8And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an 
alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God.” 15God said to 
Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I 
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise 
to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”



DISCUSSION IN BREAKOUT GROUPS (15 MINUTES)

1. What are the foundational aspects of 
your parish’s identity that are solid and 
unchanging?

2. What identity markers have you seen 
shift in the past, or imagine may shift in 
the future?



VALUES MATRIX EXERCISE







ANGLICAN IDENTITY 
ASSESSMENT





Aesthetic: Exploring beauty and the senses as a doorway to God
Ambiguous: Comfortable with Complexity
Biblical: Encountering & feeding on the Bible in worship, study and prayer
Communal: Community Focused (prayer, action, study, fellowship, decision making)
Comprehensive: Living richly and prayerfully in the tensions between apparent opposites
Historical: Learning from and drawing on the Church’s history & heritage
Incarnational: Embracing an earthly, enfleshed practice
Intuitive: Relishing poetry, art, metaphor and symbol
Liturgical: Valuing ordered, ritualized expressions of worship 
Moderate: Living a healthy, balanced life with God, self & others
Mystical: Embracing spiritual life as a journey with God while giving ourselves over to joy and wonder
Naturalistic: Experiencing and Protecting God’s Creation
Open-Minded: Loving questions/helping others love questions about God, spiritual life and life itself
Pastoral: Finding relationships to God through relationship with people
Political: Enacting God’s compassion, peace and justice in the world
Sacramental: God grace is experienced in tangible ways

Anglican Identity: Spirituality & Temperament

From A People Called Episcopalians by John Westerhoff





CHURCH BEHAVIOR & 
VITALITY SURVEY











TAKE-HOME WORK: HARRISBURG

1. Complete Values Matrix Exercise 
(SbF team members only)

2. Aid your parish in completing the 
Anglican Identity Assessment

WHY??



SHAPED BY FAITH HARRISBURG

Next Meeting

Sunday, January 17th from 2-3 pm

SbF Schedule through June 2021 on website



Convocation 2020 2020 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021

November December January February March April May June

6KDSHG�E\�)DLWK�
(YHQW���WHQWDWLYH

West Branch �6XQGD\��1RY����������������
����SP�����

�6XQGD\��-DQ��������������
����SP�����

�6XQGD\��0DUFK���
����SP�����

&KHFN�,Q���

Northern Tier �6DW��1RY����
������DP�����

�6DW��-DQ����
������DP�����

�6DW��0DUFK����
������DP�����

�6DW��0D\���
������DP�����

Susquehanna 6XQGD\��1RY�������������
����SP�����

6XQGD\��-DQ���������������
����SP�����

6XQGD\��0DUFK���
����SP�����

6XQGD\��0D\�����������
����SP�����

6�����XQGD\��-XQH���
����SP�����

Harrisburg �6XQGD\��1RY����������������
����SP�����

�6XQGD\��-DQ�������������
����SP�����

�6XQGD\��0DUFK���
����SP�����

�6XQGD\��0D\�����������
����SP�����

�6������XQGD\��-XQH���
����SP�����

Altoona 7KXUVGD\��'HF����
����SP�����

7KXUVGD\��)HE����������������
����SP�����

7KXUVGD\��$SULO���������������
����SP�����

7KXUVGD\��-XQH���
����SP�����

Lancaster 6XQGD\��'HF����
����SP�����

6XQGD\��)HE����������������
����SP�����

6XQGD\��$SULO���������������
����SP�����

6XQGD\��-XQH���
����SP�����

Southern 7XHVGD\��'HF����
����SP�����

7XHVGD\��)HE���
����SP�����

7XHVGD\��$SULO���
����SP�����

7XHVGD\��-XQH���
����SP�����



BLESSING
THE RT. REV. AUDREY SCANLAN


