ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST
OCTOBER 2024 - SEPTEMBER2025

The archives of the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania hold a unique and vital role in the life of the diocese.  Organized by category and classification, the records serve as a guide to diocesan leadership and ministry.  This year was marked by both regular and unique matters that put every archival skill to use.
Requests of a genealogical nature were received and answered in a timely manner.  These requests typically involved questions about baptism and confirmation dates.  In addition, questions were fielded from families who were researching ordained relatives.  Fortunately, many of these requests were successfully investigated and insight into the history of these individuals was happily shared.  
Documents and altar vessels were received from the closing of The Church of the Good Shepherd, Montoursville, PA.   Stuart Scarborough directed the transfer of all documents and altar vessels to the Diocesan Office.  Stuart also devised a plan to distribute the items to appropriate locations.  
An archive seminar at the Pennsylvania State Archives facility provided an opportunity to gather current archive management information and to meet with archivists from other parts of the state.   The new archive facility, located on 6th Street in Harrisburg, will provide a remarkable opportunity for research and further education.
Assistance was provided to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral, Harrisburg, regarding their 2026 Bicentennial Celebration. Historical documents and photographs were shared with the bicentennial celebration committee. Also, the scrapbooks of The Rt. Rev. James Henry Darlington (Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg from 1905 to 1930)  were individually catalogued by topic and added to the classification document.  Archival boxes were secured for storage of the scrapbooks.
 The upcoming reunification with the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem resulted in the termination of the Diocesan Archivist.  As a result, a meeting was held with Bishop Scanlan to develop a plan to care for required archive holdings.  A plan to extensively reduce the volume of archival documents and artifacts was implemented.  Artifacts (including books of historical significance, commemorative plates, quilts, and framed art) were examined and sorted for disposal, sale, or donation. Paper documents were selected for storage depending on their archival significance. The reunified diocese will no longer offer access to archived documents.
In closing, I would like to gratefully acknowledge the diocesan staff for their involvement in many aspects of archive management.  Stuart Scarborough must be singled out for his tireless efforts to bring order to the chaos of parish closings.  Stuart’s willingness to tote box after box of items to the Diocesan Office is to be commended.  Chad Linder’s continual support of archival management proved to be indispensable.  Chad’s diligence in providing technical support and management guidance supported all aspects of archival maintenance.  Also, many archival projects were shared with Nichol Free.  Nichol’s ability to analyze issues and to provide innovative approaches to archival matters were greatly appreciated. Conversations with Nichol always made archive work fun!  My deepest thanks goes to Bishop Scanlan.  Bishop Scanlan’s devotion to the diocese provided the impetus to build an outstanding archive structure.  The Bishop’s continued efforts to protect our diocesan history will provide a solid foundation on which to build a new diocese.
Respectfully submitted, Deborah A Robelen, Diocesan Archivist
