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Minutes Of the Standing Committee 
May 6, 2025 

 
 

Present:  +Bishop Audrey Scanlan, Eric Hillegas+, Jennifer Mattson+, Rick Breach,  Kyle 
Murphy+,  Barbara Cross, Sarah Reid, Veronica Chappell+, Jennifer Mattson+, David Wirick 
Allison Carnahan and Bob Davis, Jr. 
 
Absent: David Luo 
 
OPENING: The  Zoom meeting was called to order by Chair Hillegas who opened with a prayer 
based upon the 23rd psalm.   
 
Minutes of April 1, 2025 Meeting:   
Noted that the minutes were distributed by Email after the April 1st meeting to the members of 
the Committee and approved by majority vote and have been sent to the Diocesan Office for 
filing.   
 
Approval of Ivan Ruiz-Swartz to Diaconate (transitional):  
After brief discussion of materials distributed to Committee members prior to the meeting the 
Committee interviewed Ivan Ruiz-Swartz.  He reported being especially inspired by the 
seminary community during his past year at Sewanee, building not only his knowledge but also 
his immersion in Anglican culture and piety.  He recently accepted a position to serve as 
Associate Clergy at St. John’s Parish in Western Run, MD. Upon ending the interview with a 
prayer by Kyle for Ivan’s ministry, upon motion by Barb Cross, seconded by David Wirick the 
Committee unanimously approved the advancement of Ivan Swartz to the transitional diaconate.  
 
Committee Leadership During Eric’s Sabbatical:  
Noting that Chair Hillegas will be on sabbatical during summer months, Eric indicated that Kyle 
Murphy has agreed to facilitate Standing Committee meetings in his absence. Kyle will 
coordinate with Bishop Scanlan in advance of upcoming meetings.  
 
Standing Time With The Bishop:  
Bishop Scanlan reported that upcoming Convocation meetings will provide opportunities to learn 
about, and comment on, the details of the developing reunification of the Diocese of Central PA 
with the Diocese of Bethlehem. She reviewed several areas of ongoing work of the reunification 
committees in advance of our joint Diocesan Convention in October.  
 
Since reunification will be the sole business of Diocesan Convention, the Bishop indicated that 
the reunified diocese will hold a summit in 2026 focused on our baptismal call to strive for justice 
and peace among all people, with an invitation to thoughtful, prayerful action by all 
Episcopalians.  
 
 Adjournment:  Upon motion by Rick, second by Bob, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Next Regular Meeting:  Tuesday June 3rd, 2025. 
 


